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LETTER FROM  COURT

o We have purchased the ship Pnme on purpose to carry out marine
stores for the use of His Majesty's ships in the .East Indies in conformity
to an Act of Parliament, passed in the *ist -year of His present Majesty,
Chap. 65; and we direct that when the ship shall have performed the
said service she be sold or otherwise employed to the best advantage
of the Company. An account oi cost, outset and other necessary .papers
are sent in the said ship's packet.

10.    Notwithstanding every exertion that has been made and every
proper encouragement  held  out  to procure  seamen  to  man   the   ship
Prime it has been found altogether impracticable.    The cause is attributed
to a dislike generally entertained against going on -board a ship avowedlv
designed not to return to England.   Under this difficulty application has
been made to the Admiralty for assistance; and it is reasonable to suppose
when it is considered of how great consequence the sale arrival of the
Pnme must be to His Majesty's fleet in the East Indies, from her being
loaded with masts, that the necessary assistance will not be withheld,
but in what manner it may be granted is not at present known.    However,
should a number of men, with their officers, be sent on board the Prime
from any of -His Majesty's ships, and should Bengal be the first port at
which they may arrive in India, you must pay them such gratuities as you
shall think proper, confining the same within a sum equal to the amount
of their wages for the time they shall have been actually on board according
to the monthly wages at which they may have been borne on the King's
books.
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11.    We have appointed Messrs. Alfred Tufton, John Cheap and Neil
Benjamin Edmonstone, writers for your Presidency in further part of the
number agreed to be sent there this season.

12* Mr. William Nathan Wrighte Hewitt has our leave to remain
in England untill the departure of the latter ships of the season, without
prejudice to his rank.

The following persons have our permission to return to their
ranks and stations at your Presidency, viz,, Mr, Francis Mine, Mr. John
Wilton.
14.    We have given permission to Mr. William Green to proceed to
India as a free mariner on the usual conditions.
15.    Mr. William Ogilby has our permission to proceed ,to Bengal
in order to practice as an attorney in the Supreme Court of Judicature.
16.    Mr. Charles Smith has also our permission to proceed to India
for the purpose of practising there as a painter, on the usual terms.
17.    The folio-wing persons have our permission to remain in England
untill next season without prejudice to their respective ranks, viz., Messrs.
Richard Tilghman, Edward Baber, Richard Griffith, William Marriott,